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In Caliphate, Islamic historian Hugh Kennedy dissects the idea of the caliphate and its history, and explores
how it became used and abused today. Contrary to popular belief, there is no one enduring definition of a
caliph; rather, the idea of the caliph has been the subject of constant debate and transformation over time.
Kennedy offers a grand history of the caliphate since the beginning of Islam to its modern incarnations.
Originating in the tumultuous years following the death of the Mohammad in 632, the caliphate, a politico-
religious system, flourished in the great days of the Umayyads of Damascus and the Abbasids of Baghdad.
From the seventh-century Orthodox caliphs to the nineteenth-century Ottomans, Kennedy explores the
tolerant rule of Umar, recounts the traumatic murder of the caliph Uthman, dubbed a tyrant by many, and
revels in the flourishing arts of the golden eras of Abbasid Baghdad and Moorish Andalucía. Kennedy also
examines the modern fate of the caliphate, unraveling the British political schemes to spur dissent against the
Ottomans and the ominous efforts of Islamists, including ISIS, to reinvent the history of the caliphate for
their own malevolent political ends.

In exploring and explaining the great variety of caliphs who have ruled throughout the ages, Kennedy
challenges the very narrow views of the caliphate propagated by extremist groups today. An authoritative
new account of the dynasties of Arab leaders throughout the Islamic Golden Age, Caliphate traces the
history—and misappropriations—of one of the world's most potent political ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Sorenson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
Caliphate: The History of an Idea is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Howard Kincaid:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Caliphate: The History of an Idea as the daily
resource information.

Chris Gibbons:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Caliphate: The History of an Idea can be great book
to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jamie Treat:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Caliphate: The History of an Idea
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you could pick Caliphate: The History of an Idea become your own personal starter.
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