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Originally published in 1907, this little known novel by the author of The Age of Innocence and Ethan
Frome was considered controversial for its frank treatment of labor and industrial conditions, drug addiction,
mercy killing, divorce, and second marriages.
John Amherst, an idealistic middle manager in a New England textile mill, is committed to improving the
deplorable working conditions of the laborers in his charge. But upper management, whose only concern is
maximizing profits, frustrates his efforts. When Amherst eventually marries Bessy Westmore, the widow of
the former mill owner, he is able at last to initiate an ambitious project of reform.
But happiness for John and Bessy proves to be short-lived. It becomes quickly clear that Bessy does not
understand and cannot share her new husband’s passion for just labor conditions and industrial reform. She
even resents the time he devotes to his work and the way in which his expenditures impact her extravagant
lifestyle.
Complicating the situation is the strong friendship that Bessy’s old friend, Justine, develops with Amherst.
Employed as a live-in tutor for Bessy’s daughter, Justine eventually finds herself in an untenable position.
How she reacts under pressure has lasting consequences for herself and those around her.
In The Fruit of the Tree, Wharton has created a gripping tale full of psychological insights, deft social
portraiture, and profound ethical questions that remain challenging even today.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Carlucci:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics). Try to stumble through book The
Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics) as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Willie McCall:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Fruit of the
Tree (Literary Classics). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Irene Robertson:

This The Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics) can be among the
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Margaret Ochoa:

This The Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Fruit of the Tree (Literary Classics)
can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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