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Released in 1952, The Anthology of American Folk Music was the singular vision of the enigmatic artist,
musicologist, and collector Harry Smith (1923–1991). A collection of eighty-four commercial recordings of
American vernacular and folk music originally issued between 1927 and 1932, the Anthology featured an
eclectic and idiosyncratic mixture of blues and hillbilly songs, ballads old and new, dance music, gospel, and
numerous other performances less easy to classify.

Where previous collections of folk music, both printed and recorded, had privileged field recordings and oral
transmission, Smith purposefully shaped his collection from previously released commercial records,
pointedly blurring established racial boundaries in his selection and organisation of performances. Indeed,
more than just a ground-breaking collection of old recordings, the Anthology was itself a kind of
performance on the part of its creator.

Over the six decades of its existence, however, it has continued to exert considerable influence on
generations of musicians, artists, and writers. It has been credited with inspiring the North American folk
revival—"The Anthology was our bible", asserted Dave Van Ronk in 1991, "We all knew every word of
every song on it"—and with profoundly influencing Bob Dylan. After its 1997 release on CD by
Smithsonian Folkways, it came to be closely associated with the so-called Americana and Alt-Country
movements of the late 1990s and early 2000s. Following its sixtieth birthday, and now available as a digital
download and rereleased on vinyl, it is once again a prominent icon in numerous musical currents and
popular culture more generally.

This is the first book devoted to such a vital piece of the large and complex story of American music and its
enduring value in American life. Reflecting the intrinsic interdisciplinarity of Smith’s original project, this
collection contains a variety of new perspectives on all aspects of the Anthology.
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From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk
Music: America changed through music. All type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Byron Hiebert:

The actual book Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music: America changed through music has a
lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Larry Luis:

The book untitled Harry Smith's Anthology of American Folk Music: America changed through music
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very
clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order
it. Have a nice go through.

Vanessa Kistler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Harry Smith's Anthology of
American Folk Music: America changed through music which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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