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“Insightful, instructive, and definitely worth the read.”—Greg Andres, Journal of the Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada

“As someone who has been teaching a course on space exploration for many years and has visited most of
NASA’s space centers, I have found plenty of new and valuable material in To a Distant Day. . . . I
recommend the book to all who wish to know more about the conditions, people, and discoveries between
1890 and 1960 that led to the space age.”—Pangratios Papacosta, Physics Today

Although the dream of flying is as old as the human imagination, the notion of rocketing into space may
have originated with Chinese gunpowder experiments during the Middle Ages. Rockets as both weapons and
entertainment are examined in this engaging history of how human beings acquired the ability to catapult
themselves into space.
Chris Gainor’s irresistible narrative introduces us to pioneers such as Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, Robert
Goddard, and Hermann Oberth, who pointed the way to the cosmos by generating the earliest wave of
international enthusiasm for space exploration. It shows us German engineer Wernher von Braun creating the
V-2, the first large rocket, which, though opening the door to space, failed utterly as the “wonder weapon” it
was meant to be. From there Gainor follows the space race to the Soviet Union and the United States, giving
us a close look at the competitive hysteria that led to Sputnik, satellites, space probes, and—finally—human
flight into space in 1961.
As much a story of cultural ambition and personal destiny as of scientific progress and technological history,
To a Distant Day offers a complete and thoroughly compelling account of humanity’s determined
efforts—sometimes poignant, sometimes amazing, sometimes mad—to leave the earth behind.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Quesinberry:

In other case, little people like to read book To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A
People's History of Spaceflight). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a book To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's
History of Spaceflight). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can
open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested
to go to the library. Let's read.

Cindy Grant:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers
(Outward Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) has been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication To a
Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book To a Distant Day:
The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight). You never really feel lose out
for everything should you read some books.

Nannie Hernandez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the To a Distant Day: The
Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of Spaceflight) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Arthur Pineda:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A
People's History of Spaceflight) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well



as students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes To a Distant Day: The Rocket Pioneers (Outward Odyssey: A People's
History of Spaceflight) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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