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Bored and lonely, 15-year-old Hélène decides to pay a visit to her father’s mistress. Within days, she is
captivated by Tamara, a Russian émigré whose arts of enchantment include lingering kisses, sudden
dismissals, and savage, rapturous reunions. As long as she submits to Tamara, Hélène is permitted to stay
near her: reading forbidden novels, meeting Tamara’s bohemian friends, and learning more “refinements of
depravity” than the gossiping matrons of her provincial French town could imagine existed. Flemish writer
Françoise Mallet-Joris was 20 years old in 1951 when her first novel, Le Rempart des Beguines ? published
in English as The Illusionist ? created a sensation in France. This contemplative, beautifully written book,
with its dark undercurrents of desire, has its origins in Madame Bovary and the novels of Colette, and was a
precursor to Françoise Sagan’s similarly themed Bonjour Tristesse.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Illusionist is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Rebecca Lopez:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Illusionist is kind of
book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Damian Woodward:

The reserve untitled The Illusionist is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of
the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their
ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book
of The Illusionist from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Stephen Porter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Illusionist.
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