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Once considered as little more than the froth in the wake of the First World War, a witty boy-hedonist who,
in the giddy Twenties, tweaked the noses of moribund establishmentarians, Poulenc has in fact proved
unexpectedly durable--more so than any of his colleagues among Les Six, including those who developed
more grandiose ambitions. Here is a survey of Poulenc's music, based on careful selection of his works, and
written by an authoritative guide. After placing Poulenc in the context of French life and society after the
First World War and considering him in relation to his masters and mentors, especially Satie and Chabrier,
Mellers turns to Poulenc's Diaghilev ballet, Les Biches, to important sequels to it, such as Concert champêtre
and Aubade, and to works of transition, such as the Concerto for two pianos and orchestra. The next section
discusses the "social" music of Poulenc's middle years--especially the music for piano (for Poulenc a
domestic instrument), written during the Thirties, and the centrality of song in his work; some account is
offered of his relationship with his main poets, Guillaume Apollinaire, Paul Eluard, and Louise de Vilmorin.
Mellers next considers the impact on Poulenc of the Second World War, especially as manifest in the great
choral work Quatre Motets de Pénitence and the Organ Concerto. Adopting a broadly chronological
approach, Mellers traces Poulenc's development as a composer from enfant terrible to a mature composer
both for secular society and for the liturgy of the Catholic Church; in so doing he points to the reasons for the
durability and pertinacity of his appeal. Mellers further assesses Poulenc's place in the French tradition, and,
in a Postlude, pays tribute to the warm regard with which Poulenc was held by so many of his fellow
musicians.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Here thing why this kind of Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Francis Poulenc
(Oxford Studies of Composers) in e-book can be your alternate.

Shirley Arrington:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of
Composers) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Ann Strickland:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) can be
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Brent Whitty:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of
Composers) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Francis Poulenc (Oxford Studies of Composers) can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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