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The decorative art of the Indians of the American Southwest has long been recognized as one of the most
beautiful art traditions in the primitive world. It demonstrates a technical skill with simple materials, a
symbolic richness, and a faculty for creating rich effects by the imaginative use of ornament that are all
almost unique. Museums use Pueblo ceramics for display pieces, and modern artists and crafters have turned
eagerly to the handwork of prehistoric Indian women for inspiration and working ideas.
Mrs. Dorothy Sides, a noted artist and collector, has gathered together and redrawn in black and white nearly
300 examples of the finest authentic Southwestern Indian decoration that she has seen in a lifetime of study.
She has not limited her selection to one period or style, however; to make her book as useful as possible, she
has selected material ranging from the thirteenth century great geometric art of the Pueblos to the handcrafts
carried on by the nomadic and Pueblo peoples of the present.
The main emphasis of this volume is on ceramic decoration, and Mrs. Sides includes pieces from the rich
archeological sites of Pecos, Sikyatki, the Mimbres, and modern Pueblo pottery from Acoma, Zuni, Cochiti,
and the Hopi. She also includes designs and motifs from the basketry of the Apache, Pima, and Papago;
beadwork from the Mohave; authentic Zuni masks; Hopi kachina dolls; and sand paintings and blanket
designs from the Navajo. This broad coverage of beautiful ornament illustrates many different art styles to fit
every situation: geometric designs based upon balanced mirror fields of design, symbolic figures of the
thunderbird, and modern stylizations. All is beautiful and imaginative.
Any crafter working with ceramics will find this book indispensable as a source of rich, easily used,
powerful design; workers in wood, weavers, metal workers, and leather workers will find that it will enlarge
their decorative resources considerably. It also offers unusual and eye-catching designs for commercial
artists who wish to do work suggesting travel, handcrafts, the Southwest, or the social sciences. Individual
drawings are royalty-free and may be reproduced without fee or permission.
"Worthy of an honored place in the library of aboriginal American art." — F. H. Hodge, Director,
Southwestern Museum.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Venable:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Decorative Art
of the Southwestern Indians (Dover Pictorial Archive) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Decorative Art of the Southwestern Indians (Dover
Pictorial Archive)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Eric Bass:

Often the book Decorative Art of the Southwestern Indians (Dover Pictorial Archive) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Joan Freeman:

Precisely why? Because this Decorative Art of the Southwestern Indians (Dover Pictorial Archive) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.

Ryan Barrett:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Decorative Art of the Southwestern Indians (Dover
Pictorial Archive) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Decorative
Art of the Southwestern Indians (Dover Pictorial Archive).
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