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The Sword of Ambition belongs to a genre of religious polemic written for the rulers of Egypt and Syria
between the twelfth and the fourteenth centuries. Unlike most medieval Muslim polemic, the concerns of this
genre were more social and political than theological. Leaving no rhetorical stone unturned, the book’s
author, an unemployed Egyptian scholar and former bureaucrat named Uthman ibn Ibrahim al-Nabulusi (d.
660/1262), poured his deep knowledge of history, law, and literature into the work. Now edited in full and
translated for the first time, The Sword of Ambition opens a new window onto the fascinating culture of elite
rivalry in the late-medieval Islamic Middle East. It contains a wealth of little-known historical anecdotes,
unusual religious opinions, obscure and witty poetry, and humorous cultural satire. Above all, it reveals that
much of the inter-communal animosity of the era was conditioned by fierce competition for scarce resources
that were increasingly mediated by an ideologically committed Sunni Muslim state. This insight reminds us
that seemingly timeless and inevitable “religious” conflict must be considered in its broader historical
perspective.
 
The Sword of Ambition is both the earliest and most eclectic of several independent works composed in
medieval Egypt against the employment of Coptic and Jewish officials, and is vivid testimony to the gradual
integration of Islamic scholarship and state administration that was well underway in its day.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan McLean:

Often the book The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic
Literature) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Sword of
Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lyman Johnson:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is definitely The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt
(Library of Arabic Literature). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Jose Jones:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic
Rivalry in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) or others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry
in Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.

Donna Willeford:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. Through the book The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in Medieval Egypt
(Library of Arabic Literature) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book The Sword of Ambition: Bureaucratic Rivalry in
Medieval Egypt (Library of Arabic Literature). You can more appealing than now.
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