
Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History
and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and

Greece
Robert D. Kaplan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=037550804X
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=037550804X
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=037550804X


Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History and
Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and Greece

Robert D. Kaplan

Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and
Greece Robert D. Kaplan
In Mediterranean Winter, Robert D. Kaplan, the bestselling author of Balkan Ghosts and Eastward to
Tartary, relives an austere, haunting journey he took as a youth through the off-season Mediterranean. The
awnings are rolled up and the other tourists are gone, so the damp, cold weather takes him back to the 1950s
and earlier—a golden, intensely personal age of tourism.

Decades ago, Kaplan voyaged from North Africa to Italy, Yugoslavia, and Greece, luxuriating in the radical
freedom of youth, unaccountable to time because there was always time to make up for a mistake. He recalls
that journey in this Persian miniature of a book, less to look inward into his own past than to look outward in
order to dissect the process of learning through travel, in which a succession of new landscapes can lead to
books and artwork never before encountered.

Kaplan first imagines Tunis as the glow of gypsum lamps shimmering against lime-washed mosques; the city
he actually discovers is even more intoxicating. He takes the reader to the ramparts of a Turkish kasbah
where Carthaginian, Roman, and Byzantine forts once stood: “I could see deep into Algeria over a rib-work
of hills so gaunt it seemed the wind had torn the flesh off them.” In these austere and aromatic surroundings
he discovers Saint Augustine; the courtyards of Tunis lead him to the historical writings of Ibn Khaldun.

Kaplan takes us to the fifth-century Greek temple at Segesta, where he reflects on the ill-fated Athenian
invasion of Sicily. At Hadrian’s villa, “Shattered domes revealed clouds moving overhead in countless
visions of eternity. It was a place made for silence and for contemplation, where you wanted a book handy.
Every corner was a cloister. No view was panoramic: each seemed deliberately composed.”

Kaplan’s bus and train travels, his nighttime boat voyages, and his long walks in one archaeological site after
another lead him to subjects as varied as the Berber threat to Carthage; the Roman army’s hunt for the
warlord Jugurtha; the legacy of Byzantine art; the medieval Greek philosopher Georgios Gemistos Plethon,
who helped kindle the Italian Renaissance; twentieth-century British literary writing about Greece; and the
links between Rodin and the Croa-
tian sculptor Ivan Mestrovic. Within these pages are smells, tastes, and the profundity of chance encounters.
Mediterranean Winter begins in Rodin’s sculpture garden in Paris, passes through the gritty streets of
Marseilles, and ends with a moving epiphany about Greece as the world prepares for the 2004 Summer
Olympics in Athens.

Mediterranean Winter is the story of an education. It is filled with memories and history, not the author’s
alone, but humanity’s as well.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Simpson:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History
and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and Greece to read.

Curtis Salas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of
History and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and Greece is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Earl Sanders:

This Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and
Greece is great publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately
using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History
and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and Greece in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right
but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
which?

Robert Olsen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History
and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily, Dalmatia, and Greece can give you a lot of friends because by you looking
at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?



We need to have Mediterranean Winter: The Pleasures of History and Landscape in Tunisia, Sicily,
Dalmatia, and Greece.
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